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Dem S,
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such a:conspiendus feature of our modern-University education in these times
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T.D Sully.
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THE REVELATION OF THE VEDAS

By

Professor P, K Acharya, | E S,M A (Ga'.) Ph D ( Leyden)D Lutt (London)
University Professor of Sanskrit ard Hea'l o7 the Oriental Deparimen ,

Allahbed Univers:ty

the colletaons ot
of Rih, Yaps
Al Angias

That the Vedas o1
Hymns under the tatles
Sam, and
created by any himan agencs
which 13 shared by hundireds
tathful Indims There
rome spectally chosen

wele  not
is a hehet
ot

were,

thowsand
however,
Rishis o whom and
10 whose sons and disaples the rexelanion
was made and they we collectively known
as schouls o1 tahes who tormed 4 <ot
of agency and possessed 1he
But these Rishiv are techmeatly  stated
be the scors (F31) This e the 1csnced

wonse shonld maply those posons 1o whour

monopoly

0

the Tymns revenled 7 themselves presum-
ably an thev now exist Thus the
aceents and all other morphologieal featus-
o of langnage were melnded i the forms

metros,

m whieh the hvmns are stated to have been
yevealed with or without vhe divine agou-
ey even the human ageney being altoge-
ther ghsent  These wweis, theretore, shonld
o consideted different trom poets Iike even
Valmki or Vyasa, who are credited with
what 18 known as poetic " mspiration
rather thay the divire “ 1evelation * which
was 18served for the seers only

S0 tar as the form of the language 1~
congeined theie 1s however hardly any
difference between the revealed bymus and
themspired poems, Of the subject matters

of the byums and of the poems the difior-
ol substance o1 essence
Whale the hymos

once s not one
hut merely of vanety
are mosthy Iy aieal and do not 1an o chap-
fers and cantous, the poems may comprise
« sigle stanza o1 may be an epie Iike the
Mahabharata ot the Ramavana o1 mav be
hug Maliahavva
are somciimes qualitied as artificial 1magi-

The poctic «reation

mus or funciul fo distiguih them fiom
those cowposttions s lueh sre nwfural, his-
tonal o1 trathtal  To would he an ustless
ndeavowr 1o prk up partienlar hymns
and porws, to place them side by mide, to
analyse, compue and contrast them an
rder 10 show the, hoth a Liymn and a poern
mav be cquallv artihelal 01 natuial Whale
some of the poems are  unquestionably
bared upon  historical facts, none of the
hymmns can be stated to have any real his-
toreal back-gronnd 1n the ordimary sense
of the term  Tradition plays & great part
almost equally with regard to hymns and
poems. Thus the poems can not be 1ndis-
erumunately banned as wholly imagmary
or fanciful, nor the hymns can be 1ndiseri-
minately stated to be tinthful, if by the
term ‘ tinth  one s to understand & corres-
poridence between one’s thought and deed,
that 1s, the correspondence of what we
think and what we see, hear, smell. taste



or feel by fouch Indeed the conception
of God humself appears to have heen a
matter ot some wort of sense-perception
for those who claim a direct

28

they either the earlier heat. light, air,earth:
water etc, o1 the later atoms and ether, or
the modern eloctron etc.,, The mere -
known b,

with what s beyond the scope of mind and
and word  Lastly, the motive o1 the wpi-
it of all hymus do not appear 1o be spir-
tual or . w rehgious , because they do not
always deal with extia-mundanc things,
vituahistic observance, or even prayeix for
earthly good o1 benetst for the mcorproesl
sord Noi do all poems deal with stories
Like those of the Arabian mghts or of the
ten prineoss Theie ate poems dealing with
pravers o the good ot the body and the
sl for wlvantages wotlus world ae well
ast ther 1 Theie are also poems s-
In fact all
reliione prwtice and functions are land
down m poenms o1 metneal verses of Manu,
Yajnavalkya and others

cus ng phlos rphical problems

Thus 1 rospect of form, matter and
apint the divine hymns and the human
pociun can hardly be distingmshed  Natu-
1ally, theretore, the question arwes 1m what
sense the Vedic hymns are to be under-
wtood as uncreated or revealed. It would
be & useless argument to say that while
«imidar poems have been composep hy
several inspired poets no body has endea-
voured or succeeded in giving out the
so-called revealed hymns Merely from
the point of view of composition, 1t 18, how-
ever, neither impossible nor difficult to
compose similar hymns with all the featu-
yes of Vedic ones by those who are gifted.

The beginmng of all original elements
are equally unkuown and unknowable, be

of the hymns need nov
necessarily make them uncreated o1 revea-
led The Sanskut team ¢ apaurusheya ’
would 1 fact be same as ‘ beginning-less *
But the terms * revealed * awd * iuspired ’
would equally 1equire some one to reveal
or to mspire  And tlus 1evealer or s
piver must have heen really nnknown to
those who recerved the 1cvelation or imw-
priation for the fust fime Tt 18 really
Aifficult to analyse propeily the process
of owmr owu composition  No doubt we
gather a stock of words by mere unitation
at ow nfancy and learn Jexicon and gia-
mmar ele later on  And this steck of
words 1evealed themselves to the writers
ot compositions 1 a mystertous wav m al-
most inwmerable manners

Thus 1t 18 the {115t words which need
revelation from some unknown source
Hence the 1demty of word with God th

1 te Creator 1 In
other words wheu thearticulate child utters
the first word he 1eally gets the 1evelation
It would be the 1esult of a mere mechani-
oal mvestigation to say ihat those who
possess a certan type of organs can utter
8 sound, and others not so gifted can not
doso The words must be there to revea
themselves through certain machineryl
‘When these words are revealed they may
be composed mto hymns or poems It
would be idle to think that while the Seers
¢ Rishus , uttered the revealed hymns they
fully understood what they said or what
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the rovelation actuslly meaut o1 was mton-
ded for, hut the f'rst poet Valmiki or an
wfant child, a ud and an mseet had o
wlea of what they wero muttering  Tn
each and every one of these mstancos the
uttertng of a word o1 sound must lLave
been induced by some desne A cound
may be meammgless only  ohjectively, 1t
16 never meanmgless subjettively  For the
mabihity of the Listener {o understand, a
word whould not e considered voud o
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